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Unlikely Roommates— 
Minimum Wage and  

ealth Insurance Tax Credit 
 

st Elon University poll shows that more 
% of North Carolinians polled want the 
m wage increased to at least $6.50.  
ly, North Carolina tracks the federal 

ent of $5.15.  Attempts in D.C. to raise 
unt to $7.25 failed last year in the US 
 After two failed attempts last year, the 
arolina House passed a bill with a $6 
m wage.  HB20 also included an $800 
nsurance tax credit for businesses with 

er employees.   

ues in HB20 are popular with voters, 
 is an election year with several swing 
reasurer Richard Moore has made the 

m wage a campaign issue, and with 
dership, the NAACP will become more 
n attempts to increase the minimum 

ion for the bill in the Senate seems to 
bsided, and support for passage for 
 minimum wage and tax credit appears 

aining.  CAI has been opposed to an 
 in the minimum wage because 
 has shown that it “ratchets up” the 
ale all the way up the ladder.  Using 
sional Budget Office estimates, an 85 
rease in the minimum wage would cost 
rolina business $81,300,000. 
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Nothing Yet on Workers’ Comp Committee 

 Study Committee on Workers’ Comp benefits still has not been 
ointed.  Rumors at the legislature are that the Senate has 
pleted its appointments and is waiting for the Speaker’s Office to 
oint one more member.   Sen. David Hoyle, who will Co-Chair the 
mittee, was hoping to have the first meeting February 28.  The 
osed new date was March 28, but that now appears unlikely.   

his rate, there will probably not be workers’ comp legislation 
ated in this short session, which begins May 9.  It is CAI’s hope 
Speaker will make his appointment soon so the Committee can 

in researching this very technical issue.  The 2005 long session 
wed the business community that the legislature is not convinced 
e is a problem with workers’ comp.  You can thank the effective 
sroots effort of the trial lawyers for this perception. 

y CAI members responded to a request for workers’ comp 
ples.  We will keep you posted on the type of examples needed in 

future once the Workers’ Comp Committee begins meeting. 
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Featured Company 
 

Tweetsie Railroad  

s first theme park, “Tweetsie continues to thrive as 
 family attractions remaining for clean, fun 
ys Executive Vice President Chris Robbins. 

s No. 12 narrow-gauge, coal-fired steam locomotive 
r the East Tennessee and Western North Carolina 
C), which ran from Johnson City, TN, to Boone, 
00 to build. 

shed away large sections of the ET&WNC track in 
ompany to abandon service to the mountains 
. The company discontinued all rail services in 

y “The Singing Cowboy,” signed an option to buy 
rviving steam locomotive and move it to 

etermining it was too costly to ship the 80-ton 
 Coast, Autry sold his rights to the rail system for 
bbins, Jr. of Blowing Rock. 

 amusement park opened its gates for the first 
ade its inaugural run down a one-mile track to the 
that time, millions of visitors have come to the 
untains to enjoy Tweetsie Railroad.  

supports the legislative advocacy efforts of CAI 
rstand that a good business climate in North 
nt for all citizens. 


